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valley; it forms the only outlet for all the waters that are
poured into it from the innumerable streams of the sur-
rounding heights, and OB leaving this elevated region, makes
its way into the Ningthee or Kyendwen river. From its
sources to Shoogoono, the village at which it leaves the Mu-
neepoor valley, and enters on its mysterious course between
the lofty ranges of mountains to the southward, the distance
is about 75 miles, and it is in this unexplored portion of its
course, that a fall is said to exist, over which the stream is
precipitated with fearful velocity; this spot is known to the
Muneepoorees by the name of Chingduiihoot, or Mountain
Penetrator; but I have never been able to discover an inhabi-
tant of the country who had personally examined it. The
elevation of the valley above the Ningthee or Kyendwen
river, into which the Imphan Toorel falls, cannot be less than
52,000 feet, and there must either be a rapid succession of falls
to overcome this difference of level, or one or two of stupend-
ous magnitude. A well-founded apprehension of the tribes,
who occupy the ranges between which the river flows, has
hitherto prevented any examination of so remote a spot, and
it is only likely to be effected when the authorities of Kule
shall aid in the investigation. Enough, however, has been
ascertained to prove the impracticability of its navigation for
even the smallest description of skiff beyond the points
already alluded to, when speaking of that portion of its course
which passes through the district of Kids'.

10th. The lowest line of level of the valley, as might have
t>een anticipated from the nature of its east and western
boundaries^ and the course of its rivers, is found in the cen-
tre, and the extreme point of depression at the south-eastern
corner near Shoogoonoo. Nearly the whole of the central
portion consists of a series of Jheels and marshes, which re-
tain water throughout the year, and furnish an inexhausti-
ble supply of grass for the cattle and ponies of the country,
which thrive upon it in a very remarkable degree. In con-
sequence of the general prevalence of these marshes, almost all
the villages south of Thobal stand either upon the edge of
the slopes, connecting the bases of the mountains with the